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a .  BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Victorian-Gothic chapel which stands 
on the campus of Washington and Lee Universiqy, facing the colonnaded 
porticoes of the main college buildings, commemorates the l a s t  and, 
i n  many ways, the noblest phase of the l i f e  of Robert E. Lee. More 
than a repository of h i s  mortal remains, it i s  a monument t o  h i s  
unceasing e f f o r t s  t o  erase the b i t t e r  feel ings engendered by the 
Civil War, and t o  provide proper t ra in ing  f o r  the youth of the 
South. 

When Lee came t o  Washington College, a s  it was then known, i n  
the f a l l  of 1865, the in s t i t u t ion  was nearly defunct. Under h i s  
inspir ing leadership, the enrollment increased sharply, the 
curriculum was constantly expanded, and the physical plant  was 
great ly  improved. The brick chapel, authorized i n  1866, was erected 
on a s i t e  selected by Lee and quite possibly from funds p a r t i a l l y  
supplied by him. I n  the basement of the building he maintained h i s  
office,  conducting there the administrative dut ies  of the in s t i t u t ion  
u n t i l  h i s  l a s t  i l l nes s .  On September 25, 1870, 'Lee l e f t  h i s  of f ice  
f o r  the l a s t  time. Two and a half weeks later--October 15, 1870--his 
funeral  services were held on the f loor  above, and h i s  body was placed 
i n  a temporary vault. 

Status:  A large vault  i n  the  basement of the chapel holds the - 
remains of Lee, h i s  wife and a number of other members of h i s  family. 
Adjoining the vaul t  is Lee's office,  remaining jus t  a s  he l e f t  it 
on h i s  l a s t  day. Nearby i s  a small museum on the l i f e  of Lee and 
on the  in s t i t u t ion  which the t rustees ,  immediately a f t e r  h i s  death, 
renamed Washington and Lee. 

b. BOUNDARIES: Lee Chapel is located jus t  off Jefferson St ree t ,  
on the campus of Washington & Lee University, Lexington, Virginia. 
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In this chapel on the campus of Washington and Lee University, 

Robert E. Lee and,members of his family are buried. The chapel 
I> 

also contains Lee's office as President of the University, and. 

now contoine the farnoas Valentine recumpent. 
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112. STATE LIAISON O ~ F I C E R  CERTIFICA I ION N A T I O N A L  R E G I S T E R  VERIFICATION 

AS the desisnated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I,ew 

89.h65). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclutlion 

in the Nstionsl Reglnter and cerlify that it has been 

evaluated according Lo the criterio and procedures s e t  
forth by the National Pa rk  Service. The recommended 

level  of significance of this nomination ie: 

National State Local n 

Name 

I hereby certify that this proparty ia Included in tho 

National Register. 
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